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restate the principles here concisely in order to adorn
our tale*

44 The people/' declare the Confucian Classics,44 is the
root or foundation of the country j if the foundation is
firm, the country is peaceful and happy/* Therefore, the
people and not the ruler is the factor that counts in a
country* " Heaven gives birth to millions of people,
and for them it erects the King and teacher/' It is for
the ruler to minister unto the welfare of his people, and
not for the latter to gratify his whims or pleasures* The
appointment of the ruler is divine, and his mission is to
promote the well-being of his subjects* The latter's
interests are to be looked after and their wishes are to
be heeded* Vox populi, vox deL If the ruler proves
unworthy of this great trust, he is unfit to rule and must
make way for a more capable person*

Here we have, in embryo, the fundamentals of China's
, unwritten constitution, and this fact is interesting in view
of the present movement in favour of a written constitu-
tion after the model of those of her sister republics*   The
dassical Chinese interpretation of the divine right of
kings is constitutionally sound even to-day j   but, unfor-
tiiriaffly, it was misunderstood here in England as else-
swhere* and Charles I paid the penalty on the scaffold*
vj As a stranger studies the English institutions, he soon
;sees that^the;British people are the real sovereign*   Their
n^resfetatives in Parliament are supreme*   They tax
tkernselv^s'-.and they control the nation's purse*   They
."govern;-^                                            for the sake of

<?pir^nience 4hey delegate this authority to a small group
known WJtheiCabiriet*   The members of this